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You said it had neither the right nor the power; and has been settled that the States had neither the rigl nor the power to go out of the Union. And when yc determine by the executive, by the military, and I the public judgment that those States cannot have an right to go out, this committee turns around and a suines that they are out, and that they shall n< come in."
The conflict between the President, supported by tl best and wisest and most patriotic minds in the coui try, and a bitter, selfish, and cruel partisan majority i Congress, continued to gain in intensity ; and after tl fall elections in 1866 showed a majority for the oj ponents of reconstruction a new departure was takei The famous Military Bill was passed. This bill declare that no legal State governments existed in the latel rebellious States, and that in these States there was n adequate protection for life or property. These State were therefore distributed into military districts, an placed under military government. The first distri< comprised Virginia; the second, North and Sput Carolina; the third, Georgia, Alabama, and Florida the fourth, Mississippi and Arkansas;, the fifth, Louis; ana and Texas. The President was to appoint a con mander for each district, and to detail a sufficier military force in his support. The duties of the con: manders were, "to protect all persons in their rights c person and property, to suppress insurrection, disorder and violence, and to punish or cause to be punished aj disturbers of the public peace and criminals." To thi end they were authorized to either allow local civil triou contended at the beginning of that struggle that a State had not a right to go out.             security.    "The people," he  said,   "throughout    the
